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Un der stan di ng the com plexi ty and he te ro ge nei ty 
of the edu ca tio nal syste ms, ac ro ss Eu ro pe, ai ds in 
the iden ti fi  ca tion of new ini tia ti ves in de fi  ni ng the 
co re com pe ten ces and skil ls ne ces sa ry to prac ti ce 
the pro fes sion. Ba sic edu ca tion of tho se who prac-
ti ce la bo ra to ry me di ci ne, in Eu ro pean coun tries, 
may be in me di ci ne, phar ma cy, bioc he mis try or 
scien ce. Their pos tgra dua te edu ca tion may la st 
qui te a va riab le ti me: from se ve ral mon ths to se ve-
ral yea rs, de pen di ng on the coun try. So me coun-
tries ha ve es tab lis hed offi   cial re gis te rs and li cen si-
ng system, whe reas ot he rs may sti ll not ha ve that. 
In so me coun tries pro fes sion is re gu la ted by law, 
whe reas in ot he rs that is not the ca se.
Harmo ni za tion and com mon re gu la tion of the un-
der gra dua te and pos tgra dua te edu ca tion and vo-
ca tio nal trai ni ng prog ra ms in cli ni cal che mis try 
and la bo ra to ry me di ci ne in va rious EU coun tries 
has the re fo re be co me the top prio ri ty wit hin the 
Eu ro pean com mu ni ty.
In this the med is sue we de li ver a se ries of ar tic les 
des cri bi ng the way pro fes sio na ls prac ti ci ng la bo-
ra to ry me di ci ne are edu ca ted and trai ned in se ve-
ral Eu ro pean coun tries: Slo ve nia, Croa tia, Bos nia 
and Her ze go vi na, Hun ga ry, Lit hua nia, Uk rai ne and 
Gree ce. I wi sh to tha nk to all aut ho rs for their va-
luab le con tri bu tion. I ho pe that rea de rs wi ll ap pre-
cia te their eff or ts and read this spe cial is sue wi th 
great in te re st.
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